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e The use of WebCT as a LMS requires learners
to actively interact with the computer to
access 1) online lab materials, 2) online
assignments 3) online course content as well
as email and self tests.

e The level of activity of a student in WebCT
can be compared to student attendance in
class in a traditional lecturing environment.

Introduction | Research | Data Analysis | Discussion and Conclusionsand
Design Findings Recommendations

ral studies have looked at student achievement
and the use of the web. Powers (1997) taught a course
in Human Ecology through the web and his findings are
that there is no significant difference with the results of
the previous year, however class attendance reduced.
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eIn WebCT, level of activity of a student can be used
to determine student participation in the course.

«In this paper we are attempting to test if correlation
between WebCT usage and student performance
exists. We also investigate general usage of WebCT
as first year students begin to familiarize themselves
to the university environment to give a picture of
usage patterns.
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are not much studies directly on the on
correlation between course website usage and
student performance.

e Baugher, Varanelli, and Weisbord (2003)
reported no correlation between total number
of course website hits per student and student
performance, but very strong correlation
between hit consistency and student
performance
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a significant positive correlation
between WebCT use and assessment
marks in an Applied Sports Science
course.

e Rivera and Rice(2002) discovered that
when a course was split into traditional,
web-based, and hybrid groups (with
web-based and hybrid using WebCT),
the performance of the web-based
group did not suffer
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e In terms of first year experience and
web use,

e Browne and Funnel (1998) on using
CAL and the Web for a first year
undergraduate geography course
showed there was increase in
knowledge of the subjects.
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